ASHBORNE 


Urban  District  Council. 


OOO©©©©©©©©©©©©©©© 


OF  THE 


Mtedtcal  Officer  of  HfealH) 


For  the  Year  1914. 


©OOOOOO0OOOOO©©©©© 


ASHBORNE: 


Joseph  Osborne  & Son,  St.  John  Street. 


TTo  the  Urban  district  Council  of  ylshborne. 


©0©©©©©©©©©© 

Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1914. 


©©©©©©©©0©©© 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1914. 

The  area  of  the  Ashborne  Urban  District,  with 
which  this  report  deals,  consists  of  564  acres  of  land  and 
8 of  water.  The  District  is  situated  in  the  valley  of  the 
Henmore  Brook  which  runs  roughly  east  and  west,  and 
on  the  adjacent  northern  and  southern  slopes  which 
bound  the  valley.  It  has  an  elevation  above  sea-level 
varying  from  380  to  580  feet,  and  its  geological  formation 
consists  of  yoredale  grit  forming  the  ridges  on  each  side 
of  the  valley,  overlapped  in  its  lower  two-thirds  by  the 
new  Red  Sandstone  ; and  of  an  alluvial  bed  forming  the 
flat  plain  which  lies  on  each  side  of  the  Henmore 
Brook. 

The  population  of  the  District  is  estimated  to  be 
4066  at  the  middle  of  1914,  an  estimate  based  on  the 
actual  increase  which  occurred  during  the  inter-censal 
period  1901-11.  There  were  more  than  double  the 
number  of  births  to  deaths  during  the  year,  so  that  the 
“natural  increase”  of  population  which  amounted  to 
49  (six  more  than  in  1913)  was  largely  in  excess  of  the 
actual  increase,  the  difference  between  the  two  estimates 
being  accounted  for  by  the  emigration  that  goes  on  from 
the  District, 
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I.  Water 
Supply. 


The  estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the 
end  of  1914  was  957,  an  increase  of  only  one  on  the 
previous  year. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  Town  in  1914  is  given 
as  ^18,857,  an  increase  of  £^167.  The  assessable  value 
as  ,£16,255,  an  increase  of  ,£50  over  1913.  The 
General  District  Rate  was  5/9  in  the  an  increase  of 
threepence  over  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  occupations  of  the  inhabitants,  apart  from 
those  engaged  in  the  ordinary  business  of  the  town,  are 
corset-manufacturing,  clock-making,  and  the  preparation 
of  condensed  milk.  A certain  number  of  persons  find 
occupation  as  cotton-hands  in  a mill  in  the  adjoining 
district. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  administered 
during  the  year  amounted  to  £,358. 

The  Workhouse  Infirmary,  Ashborne  Cottage 
Hospital  and  the  Derbyshire  Royal  Infirmary  are  the 
chief  hospitals  used  by  the  sick  of  the  District. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  District  is  derived  from 
a well  204  feet  deep,  with  a bore  hole  sunk  to  a further 
depth  of  180  feet  through  marl  and  sandstone.  The 
water  is  hard,  but  of  good  quality  and  free  from  pollution: 
it  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  from  this  public 
source  is  904,  an  increase  of  7 during  the  year,  and  of 
34  during  the  past  two  years.  There  are  at  present  still 
53  houses  supplied  from  springs  and  deep  wells,  but  none 
from  surface  wells. 
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There  are  no  houses  having  no  supply  within  a 
distance  of  100  yards,  and  no  polluted  sources  of  water 
have  been  discovered  during  the  year. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  James  W.  Twigg  for  a table 
shewing  the  rainfall  for  the  year  as  measured  at  the 
Ashborne  Water  Works  : 


Greatest  fall  in  24  hours. 


Month. 

Total  depth. 
Inches. 

Inches. 

Date. 

No.  of  days  with  .01 
or  more  recorded. 

January 

2.IO 

•35 

9 

16 

February 

2.40 

.48 

14 

i7 

March 

4-55 

.70 

24 

25 

April 

I .08 

•35 

4 

12 

May 

2-59 

•37 

3 

13 

June 

1.29 

•55 

9 

9 

July 

6. 16 

i-59 

1 

J9 

August 

3. or 

•58 

9 

1 1 

September 

2.04 

•58 

i7 

1 1 

October 

2.71 

1. 00 

25 

1 2 

November 

4.41 

1.02 

1 1 

19 

December 

6-75 

.70 

27 

26 

Total 

40.09 

06 

190 

II,  Rivers 
and  Streams 


The  Henmore  Brook,  the  only  stream  in  the 
District,  has  suffered  some  pollution  from  the  discharge 
into  it  of  the  trade  waste  from  the  factory  of  Messrs. 
Nestle  & Anglo-Swiss  Condensed  Milk  Co.  They  are, 
however,  taking  steps  to  minimise  or  abate  the  pollution. 


III. 

Drainage  & 
Sewerage 


The  sewage  of  the  District  is  purified  by  means  of 
Detritus  and  Septic  Tanks  which  have  a total  capacity  of 
90,000  gallons.  From  these  tanks  the  effluent  passes  on 
to  three  circular  filter-beds  which  have  an  area  of  967 
square  yards.  From  the  filter-beds  the  filtrate  is  passed 
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through  a humus  tank,  and  the  final  effluent  discharged 
into  the  Bentley  Brook.  The  system  is  working 
satisfactorily. 


IY.  Closet 
Accommo- 
dation. 


The  approximate  number  of  houses  in  the  District 
provided  with  water-closets  (including  hand-flushed 
closets)  is  810,  with  pail-closets  12,  and  with  slop-water 
closets  2.  Sixteen  privy-middens  have,  during  the  year, 
been  converted  into  water-closets,  and  five  defective  ones 
have  been  improved.  There  are  still  27  privies  and 
privy-middens  in  existence. 


Y.  Scav- 
enging. 


Public  scavenging  has,  as  usual,  been  carried  out 
for  the  whole  of  the  District  by  servants  of  the  Council, 
who  remove  house-refuse  weekly  in  covered  carts  to  a tip- 
field,  where  the  refuse  is  destroyed  by  combustion.  Two 
small  rubbish-destructors  are  in  use  on  the  tip-field. 
The  average  cost  per  house  per  annum  of  the  weekly 
collection  and  destruction  of  house-refuse  is  about  4/-. 

The  Council  also  undertake  the  cleansing  and 
disinfection  of  yards,  together  with  the  cleansing  and 
flushing  of  gullies,  water-closets  and  inspection  chambers 
situated  in  the  yards,  about  four  times  a year. 


YI.  The  Are  given  in  detail  in  the  tabular  form  appended  to  this 

Sanitary  In- 
spections of  Deport, 
the  District 


YII. 

Bye-laws 

and 

Regulations. 


The  following  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  are  in 
force  in  the  District : — 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  adopted  Dec.  8,  1903 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  ,,  ,, 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ,,  ,, 

Slaughter  Houses  ,,  ,, 

New  Buildings  ,,  July  13,  1914 

Dairies  and  Cow-sheds  ,,  Aug.  14,  1S99 
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YXII. 

Schools, 


IX.  Food. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  containing  a 
detailed  list  of  the  premises  on  the  register,  together  with 
the  number  of  inspections  made,  and  defects  detected 
and  remedied,  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

During  the  year  1914  water-closets  have  been 
installed  in  the  Lodging  Houses,  paving  has  been  carried 
out  in  some  of  them  and  two  have  been  distempered 
throughout. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  District. 

The  four  Public  Elementary  Schools  of  the  District 
have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  special  examinations 
of  scholars — entrants  and  leavers — have  been  made  twice 
in  the  year.  The  age  at  which  leavers  are  now  examined 
has  been  reduced  from  13  to  12,  so  that  it  is  now 
possible  to  keep  defective  children  under  observation  for 
a year  and  see  that  measures  are  taken  to  remedy  their 
defects  before  they  leave  school.  An  eye-clinic  has  been 
established  and  is  of  great  service,  enabling  scholars  to 
obtain  glasses  with  very  little  trouble  and  at  a minimum 
expense. 

The  general  improvement  in  the  appearance, 
tidiness,  behaviour  and  health  of  the  children  has  heen 
well  maintained.  There  has  been  no  epidemic  in  the 
schools  and  very  little  sickness  of  any  kind.  No  closing 
order  has  had  to  be  made. 

The  Ashborne  District  nurse  acts  as  School  Nurse 
and  pays  frequent  visits  to  all  the  schools. 

The  Milk  Supply  of  the  District  is  obtained  chiefly 
from  the  adjoining  Rural  District  of  Ashborne,  but  there 
are  in  the  Urban  District  itself  5 cow-keepers  (milking 
about  28  cows)  and  7 milk  sellers  who  are  not  cow- 


7 


keepers.  The  cow-sheds  are  well  kept  and  have  a cubic 
space  for  each  cow  of  about  800  cubic  feet.  In  three  of 
the  sheds  extra  ventilation  and  lighting  have  been  pro- 
vided during  the  year.  No  action  has  been  taken  under 
the  Dairies,  Cow-sheds,  and  Milk-shops  Orders,  and  no 
cows  have  been  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

Bake-houses  and  Slaughter-houses  have  been  fre- 
quently inspected  during  the  year  and  are  kept  under 
constant  supervision.  The  condition  of  the  bake-houses 
is  good,  that  of  the  slaughter-houses  fair.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  exercises  constant  supervision  also  over  all  food 
stuffs  and  premises  in  which  they  are  made,  prepared  or 
stored,  as  well  as  over  articles  of  food  brought  into  the 
weekly  markets. 

No  articles  of  food  have  been  condemned,  and  no 
carcases  discovered  with  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

X.  Housing.  The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  during 

the  year  under  Sect.  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  was  624.  Of 
this  number  two  were  considered  to  be  unfit  for 
habitation  and  closing  orders  were  made  in  each  instance. 
In  addition  28  other  dwelling-houses  were  improved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  authority  without  the  need  for 
making  closing  orders.  The  chief  defects  noticed  were 
want  of  through  ventilation,  uncleanliness  and  the  need 
for  repairs.  There  were  three  cases  of  over-crowding. 

XI.  There  is  nothing  special  to  note  in  connection  with 

Workshop?.  Factories  and  Workshops  beyond  what  is  contained  in 

the  formal  report  herewith  attached. 

XII.  Acute  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  year  1914  has  been  an  excellent  one  as  far  as 
epidemic  disease  is  concerned.  Only  9 cases  were 
notified  as  compared  with  25  in  1913,  and  35  in  the  pre- 
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ceding  year.  Of  the  9 cases,  3 were  Scarlet  Fever  and  3 
Erysipelas,  and  there  was  one  each  of  Enteric  Fever, 
Diphtheria  and  Puerperal  Fever. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  and  were  of  a mild  type ; two  of  them 
were  sent  to  Etwall  Infectious  Flospital,  as  it  was  im- 
possible to  isolate  and  treat  them  satisfactorily  at  home. 
The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in  Malbron’s  Yard, 
Compton,  but  no  possible  source  of  infection  could  be 
discovered  in  that  neighbourhood  or  in  the  town  ; the 
patient,  a man,  had,  however,  been  working  at  Norbury 
and  drinking  the  water  from  a well  there  for  some  weeks 
before  he  fell  ill,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  cases  of 
EntericFever  occurred  at  Norbury  some  little  time  ago.  I 
had  the  water  of  the  suspected  well  analysed  but  with  a 
negative  result.  The  man  was  removed  to  the  Ashborne 
Cottage  Hospital,  where  the  case,  being  a very  severe 
one,  ended  fatally. 

The  most  gratifying  feature  of  the  health  of  the 
District  is  its  freedom  from  Diphtheria,  the  only  case 
which  was  notified  during  the  year  being  that  of  a child 
who  returned  from  a long  visit  to  Macclesfield  only  three 
days  before  she  fell  ill,  and  who  could  not  therefore  have 
become  infected  in  Ashborne.  With  the  exception  of 
this  case  which,  as  I have  shown,  was  not  of  local  origin, 
there  has  been  no  case  of  Diphtheria  since  October  2nd, 
1913,  that  is,  at  the  time  of  writing,  there  has  been  com- 
plete freedom  from  the  disease  for  a period  of  nearly  18 
months.  All  suspicious  throats  have  been  swabbed  and 
examined  for  bacilli  during  that  time,  but  none  has  been 
found  to  be  infected,  so  that  there  appears  to  be  definite 
proof  that  for  the  time  being  at  least  the  district  is  free 
from  the  disease,  and  that  the  severe  and  costly  measures 
taken  in  1912  to  stamp  out  the  epidemic  of  carriers  has 
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been  well  worth  the  expenditure  of  labour  and  money 
which  such  a gigantic  undertaking  necessarily  entailed. 
There  have  been,  on  an  average,  about  30  fresh  cases  of 
Diphtheria  notified  each  week  of  1914  in  the  other  parts 
of  Derbyshire,  so  that  our  immunity  has  been  a local  one 
probably  due  to  local  measures  of  prevention. 

There  have  been  few  outbreaks  of  non-notifiable 
infectious  disease  in  the  District  during  the  year.  There 
was  a mild  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  in  the  early 
months,  and  there  have  been  isolated  cases  of  Measles 
and  Chicken  Pox.  There  has  been  no  case  of 
Poliomyelitis  or  Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 

As  in  previous  years,  full  use  has  been  made  of  the 
privileges  afforded  by  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory  at 
the  County  Offices,  Derby,  and  great  assistance  has  been 
given  by  the  staff  in  the  positive  or  negative  diagnosis  of 
Tuberculosis,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever  and  Ringworm. 

There  is  no  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  infectious 
diseases  in  the  District,  but  a fund  is  being  steadily 
accumulated  with  a view  to  building  and  establishing  one 
at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity.  In  cases  where 
isolation  or  treatment  could  not  be  carried  out  satisfactorily 
at  home,  patients  are  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Etwall,  and  the  Sanitary  Authority  makes  itself 
responsible  for  the  total  or  partial  cost  of  such  treatment 
in  cases  where  the  patient  or  his  friends  are  themselves 
unable  to  bear  the  whole  cost.  The  case  of 
Diphtheria  and  two  of  the  cases  of  .Scarlet  Fever  were 
removed  to  Etwall. 

After  removal  of  patients  from  their  homes,  or  at 
the  end  of  treatment  when  they  are  nursed  at  home, 
disinfection  of  the  premises  and  belongings  of  the  patient 
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is  carried  out  with  Formalin  Spray  and  Vapour  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  ; but  a Steam  Dis- 
infector is  urgently  needed  to  make  the  disinfection  more 
thorough,  and  to  obviate  the  risk  of  infection  from  such 
articles  as  mattresses,  bedding  and  pillows,  which  cannot 
be  properly  disinfected  by  the  measures  at  present  in  use. 


XII. 

Tuberculosis 


There  has  been  a marked  diminution  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  1914,  and  this  is 
not  due,  as  far  as  I can  ascertain,  to  any  laxity  or  dis- 
inclination to  notify.  Only  three  cases  were  notified  as 
compared  with  19  in  the  previous  year.  In  two  the  lungs 
were  the  seat  of  the  disease,  and  both  cases  obtained 
much  benefit  from  treatment  in  the  shelter  at  the  Union 
Workhouse,  and  both  continued  and  are  continuing  the 
out-door  treatment  at  home  in  the  shelters  provided  by 
the  Derbyshire  County  Council.  One  of  the  patients 
has  returned  to  work  cured  ; the  other  developed  an 
abscess  and  is  still  under  treatment,  but  improving.  The 
third  case  notified  was  one  of  tuberculosis  of  the  peri- 
toneum. 


There  were  four  deaths  from  Tubercular  Disease 
during  the  year.  One  was  the  case  of  tuberculosis  of  the 
peritoneum  referred  to  above;  the  other  three  were  acute 
pulmonary  cases  which  had  been  notified  in  the  preceding- 
year,  and  which  lingered  on  into  the  present  year  before 
death  occurred.  These  four  deaths  give  a death-rate  for 
the  year  of  .98  per  1,000,  the  same  rate  as  in  1911  and 
1912,  but  lower  than  in  1913  when  the  number  of  deaths 
was  five  and  the  death-rate  1.23. 

Disinfection  of  rooms  where  tubercular  cases  have 
resided  is  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  at  the  end 

of  the  illness. 


XIII. 

Infant 

Mortality. 


The  rate  of  Infant  Mortality  for  the  District  has 
again  fallen  after  the  temporary  rise  of  last  year,  and  is 
the  lowest  of  which  I have  any  record.  There  were  four 
deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year,  as  com- 
pared with  eight  in  1913  and  5 in  1912.  The  rate  per 
1,000  births  is  43.4  in  1914,  while  it  was  91.9  in  1913, 

58.1  in  1912,  44.9  in  1911,  103.4  in  1910,  83.3  in  1909, 

61.2  in  1908,  69.7  in  1907,  and  104.3  in  1906. 


Of  the  four  deaths  three  occurred  within  a few 
days  of  birth  in  premature  children,  and  as  the  result  of 
the  feeble  vitality  due  to  their  prematurity  ; the  remaining 
death  was  due  to  marasmus.  There  were,  therefore,  no 
deaths  amongst  infants  due  to  infectious  disease  or 
diarrhoea. 


The  Notification  of  Births  Act  (1907)  has  not  been 
adopted  in  the  District,  but  the  District  Nurse  is  in  touch 
with  all  newly-born  children  of  the  poor  of  the  town. 


XIY. 

Yital 

Statistics. 


These  are  given  in  detail  in  the  tables  furnished  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  a copy  of  which 
accompanies  this  Report. 


I may  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  number  of 
births  (92)  is  the  largest  since  1909,  and  the  birth-rate, 
22.6,  is  the  same  as  in  that  year,  and  is  a decided 
advance  on  the  intermediate  years,  1910 — 1913,  in  which 
it  remained  practically  stationary  at  about  21.5. 


The  nett  number  of  deaths,  43,  is  again  one  less 
than  in  the  previous  year,  bringing  the  death-rate  down 


to  10.5,  the  lowest  rate  yet  recorded  in  the  District.  The 
fall  in  the  death-rate  of  the  Ashborne  Urban  District,  to 
which  Dr.  Barwise  refe:  ..d  last  year,  is  therefore  still 
maintained,  and  is  very  gratifying  testimony  to  the  general 
healthiness  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  Sanitary  service. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


cPtn 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


27th  March,  1915. 


Nu 

mber  on 

Inspections 

Notices 

Nuisances 
Abated  with  or 

Register. 

Made. 

Served. 

without  Notice. 

Dairies,  Cow-sheds  and 
Milkshops 

14 

42 

3 

3 

Bakehouses 

1 0 

3° 

4 

4 

Slaughterhouses 

8 

96 

16 

16 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

Common  Lodging-houses 

2 

16 

4 

4 

Totals 

34 

184 

27 

27 

Infected  Rooms  Disinfected — 6. 

Method- 

—Formalin  Vapour. 

Samples  submitted  for  Examination.  Water — i.  Milk — Nil. 

Prosecutions,  Particulars  of — Nil. 

Food  Seizures — Nil. 

Food  Voluntarily  Surrendered — Nil. 

Other  Action  taken — Nil. 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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